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OPINION

What is happening to our boys?

There are several studies
which show that women are
out distancing men in higher
education. For example,
females are now eaming 58
percent of bachelor degrees
in the (LS.

Their numbers totally dom-
mate in veterinarian and phar-
macy schools where high
intelligence 1s required.

Anecdotally, there is rea-
son for additional concem. In

my conversations with a van-
ety uf college admission direc-
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dards for males in order to
have a more balanced fresh-
men class.

A president of a prominent
northeastem university told
me that if they admitted sole-
Iy on quality, the school
would be 65 percent female.
He rues the fact he must
secure several men because
the alumni insist on having
a football team!

There has been a great deal
of research on what is becom-
ing known as the feminiza-
tion of education. Nationwide
girls are doing better than
boys in school,

Now the question to ask:
Are we here in Central Texas
a part of this trend of females
outperforming males in the
classroom? In particutar, what
about our high schoolers?
That is, is there a significant
difference, by gender, in the

Th!data is avallabh., !n

the Comal Independent
School District's publication,
Sctiool Life, there are pictures
of our highest-ranking high
school graduates in 2013.
Their levels are summa cum
laude, magna cum laude and
cum laude.

All three Comal ISE high
schools (Canyon, Canyon
Lake and Smithson Valley)
are included in this computa-
tion, There were 68 males and

100 females who achieved

the high status, This is cer-
tainly not a normal distribu-
tion (one would expect a 50-

50 distribution but instead

we have a 40-60 difference in
the sexes).

Let's apply the ngorous chi-
square analysis technique o
test the results scientifically.

Those of you who have
taken a course in statistics
know that first we need a null

bypathesis wiitten in the typ-
ical manner. It is: There is no
significant differenice between
Comal County high school
males and femnales in scholas-
tic achievement. Now let’s
test it.

To use the language of this
method, we begin by taking
the expected [84 males and
84 females (that is the 50-50
percent) and compare them
to the observed 68 and 100
(that s the 40-60 percent). It
isa s:mple process, nnly four

Direct  -comparisons
between our high schools are
difficult because equivalent
data is not publicly available.

For example, on the
Canyan High School website,
wee can find the officers of
the latest senior class but not
on the other schools’ sites.
Here are some indicatars of
male/female participation in
activities which were found
either on the Intemet or year
books.

At Canyon High Schoal,

cal: .,,._ﬁm.r;hasufzuls hiad six offr-

by the total number of stu-

dents the derived critical val-

ue is 6.08 with one degree of
freedorm (sorry, folks, but this
is how it is done — stay with
me).

After looking at 2 probabil-
ity table, we find that the refa-
tionship between gender and
scholastic achievement is sta-
tistically significant at the 02
level. The lower the level, the
less likely there is sampling
error. This is quite low so
there is a high probability
there is a strong link between

the variables. Therefore the '

null hypothesis is rejected.

For everyone who skipped
the previous paragraph and
want to go straight to the
conclusion, the datz indicates
our boys fit into the national
mold of underperforming.

Additional evidence may
be helpful.

ERTakecian (RISl o s

female (also interesting is that
all three of the faculty spon-
SOrS WeTe warmen

Canyaon Lake High School's
Student Council in 2013 had
19 girls and eight boys. The
Smithson Valley High School
Nationial Honor Society's offi-
cers were five gils and one
boy (the faculty sponsor was
female}

While it is true that all data
analyses are susceptible to
various errors, and to ister
pretation, the probability that
some intervening vanable,
other than gender, 5 at work
SEEMS remole.

However, | leave it to ead-
ers to make their own con-
clusions. What is happening

to our boys?
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